
GT 9 Summer Reading- March Book One 

Due Date: Friday, October 7th 

Worth: 30 points 
During Unit 1, we will be leaning about how overcoming conflicts are important in shaping the identities of 

characters in a story as well as in real life. To start us on this journey, you will read the graphic novel, 

March, a biography of John Lewis, American politician and Civil Rights Activist.  

 

How to access March: Book One: 

a. Use the online PDF provided on the Overlea Page: https://overleahs.bcps.org/ 

b. Check out a physical copy at your local library! 

c. Buy your own copy (it’s less than $10 and makes a great addition to any book collection) 

Directions: Below is a reading schedule chunked into 6 sections. Use the left column to create a reading 

schedule to make sure you finish on time. 

While reading, you are responsible for answering each question below, a total of 42 questions. Have no 

fear, most questions just ask you to restate what happens in the plot! The last question is a short response. 

CREATE A READING 
SCHEDULE  

MARCH PAGE NUMBERS & GUIDING QUESTIONS 
Make sure to answer each question! 

 Pgs 1-20 

1. What is happening on pages 1-9? What is happening in the scene?  

2. What day does the book open on? Who is being sworn into office?  

3. Why does the mother want her sons to meet John Lewis? 

4. Predict: Why do you think this graphic novel is called, “March”? 

Pgs. 21-47 

5. How does John Lewis feel about his family’s chickens? List three things that he does 

with/for them.  

6. What did John Lewis want to be when he was growing up? How did he practice? 

7. Why did Uncle Otis take a special interest in John?  

8. What amazed John about Buffalo? Why was it different from his home?  

9. What effect does John’s trip North have on him? How does it change his mindset? 

 Pgs. 48-56 

10. What are two examples of racial discrimination that John notices on his way to school?  

11. Why was John skipping work on his family farm?  

12. What is John’s reaction to the Brown v. Board of Education supreme court case decision? 

What are his parent’s reactions? The ministers?  

13. What preacher does John hear over the radio? Why is this sermon so impactful for him? 

Pgs. 57-64 

14. What happened in the Emmet Till case? What was the verdict?  

15. How does the Montgomery Bus Boycott affect John Lewis? Who are two civil rights figures 

associated with it that John mentions?  

16. How old was John Lewis when he gave his first sermon? How did it go?  

17. Where did John Lewis go to college? What was he most interested in?  

 Pg. 65-71 

18. What does John Lewis have to do to pay to go to college? 

19. What does the term “gospel” mean? What do you think John Lewis means by “The Social 

Gospel”? *2 more questions on next page* 

https://overleahs.bcps.org/


20. Who does John Lewis write a letter to? Does he get to meet him? 

21. What are the risks of John Lewis trying to attend the whites-only school, Troy State 

College? 

Pg.72-78 

22. How do John Lewis’ parents react to his plan to attend Troy State? 

23. What did John Lewis learn while in Nashville? (Hint: The way of…) 

24. Who is Jim Lawson?  

25. What did John Lewis learn from attending the services of Jim Lawson? 

 Pg.79-83 

26. What is a sit-in? How is it a form of protest against racist laws? 

27. Describe the training workshops that John Lewis and the other protestors attend. How do 

they prepare for the sit-in? 

Pg.84-97 

28. How did the white store owners react to the black people sitting in the restaurant? 

29. How are sit-ins influencing others around the country? (hint: look for names of states) 

30. How many students participated in the February 18th sit-in? 

31. Choose one “DO” and one “DO NOT” from John Lewis’ list. Answer: Why is it important for 

the protestors to follow these rules? 

 Pg. 98-105 

32. Why was minister Will Campbell run out of (forced to leave) Oxford, Mississippi? 

33. How is the reaction to the sit-ins at Woolworth’s different then before? Describe 2 specific 

actions that the white counter protestors do to the F.O.R. movement. 

34. Who is arrested at the end of the sit-in? Is this fair? 

35. How many were put in jail that day? 

Pg.106-112 

36. Explain the reasoning for protestors wanting to go to jail rather than pay money for bail. 

37. What does Gov. Buford Ellington mean when he says the protests are “staged”? Why is he 

saying this? 

38. Why does John Lewis feel betrayed by speakers like Fisk Wright, W.S. Davis, or Thurgood 

Marshall? 

39. What is SNCC or “Snick”? What is their goal? 

 Pg. 113-121 

40. What happened to Looby’s house? What does this encourage the protestors to do? 

41. Does the mayor agree to desegregate lunch counters? 

CLOSING QUESTION: Choose one prompt to answer in 1-2 paragraphs (6-12 sentences). 

Each prompt has 3 question components, make sure to answer all three! 

Prompt 1: Why do you think John Lewis decided to tell his story through a graphic novel? How did 

the artistic choices (art, word font, use of color, panels) help to tell his story? What strategies do 

social movements use to overcome these challenges? React to John Lewis’ life; how did you 

respond to this text on a personal level: were you inspired, angered, or confused by anything? 

Share your thoughts! 

 
Prompt 2: What can we learn about social movements/protests and the challenges they face, 
both externally (outside forces like government or counter protestors) and internally (inside forces 
like within their own community)?? What strategies do social movements use to overcome these 
challenges? React to John Lewis’ life; how did you respond to his life on a personal level: were 
you inspired, angered, or confused by anything? Share your thoughts! 

 


